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The Writers Guild of America have reached a
tentative accord with the US producers. On
May 8, 2001, a vote was held. The WGA

West board and the WGA East board both voted
unanimously to accept the proposed agreement.
The general membership of the guild is expected
to vote on the new agreement on June 4, 2001. 

This means the potential writers strike seems to
have been averted, clearing the way for the
Screen Actors Guild to do the same. SAG has
been an official observer of the WGA-AMPTP
negotiations and should now have a template to
work from. This does not mean a SAG strike is
averted, it just means the summer looks a little
brighter.

No matter what happens, we must all prepare for
a slowdown of some kind. The big studios have
front loaded their schedules and as such, will
have a quiet period even if any other strike

SAG & WGA Strike News
threats are averted. This means a short
lull in production is likely.

Most people in film are used to the "feast
or famine" nature of it. You can work con-
stantly for 2 months but then have 5
weeks off. This has been the norm for a
very long time. Vancouver's success as a
film center has jaded people into thinking
the party would never stop, as we have
had year after year of unrestrained
growth. Slowdowns like this have occurred
in the past and will likely happen again.
Anyone that has made a career out of film
will tell you that. If we do have down time,
do your best to make use of it. Spend
time with your family, upgrade your training,
update your resume, etc. Prepare for the worst
and hope for the best. It makes the reality that
much easier to tolerate.

Scenic Art members Bryan Sleeman, Cindy Cunliffe,
and Michael Lawlor create an explosion hole in a
wall on Stark Raving Mad.

NAME: Grant Pearse

DEPARTMENT: Production Designer

MEMBER SINCE: 1997

WHY ACFC WEST: “Great cooperative crews.”

RESUME: (PARTIAL) The Sausage Factory - 2001
Cold Squad Seasons 3 & 4

1999 - 2001
Don’t Look Behind You - 1999

(Set Decorator)
Cold Squad Seasons 1 & 2

1997 - 1998 (Set Decorator)

FIRST FILM JOB: Cracker Jack - 1993

BEST FILM EXPERIENCE: “The day Ian Hay, Bruno
Coupe and I found ourselves in the gravel pit in Seymour Demonstration Forest.
After a long day of dressing, a truck pulled in with, and dropped off, a steaming
hot tub.”

SPECIAL SKILLS: “Nodding and smiling as the bombs drop around me.”

PERSONAL BIOGRAPHY:

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland. Lived a carefree boyhood in Rossland where I built cabins in the
woods and played road hockey ‘til after dark. Graduated from the University of Victoria in Marine
Biology and worked as a field biologist for 3 years. Then I worked 5 years on a fish farm as the
operations manager after which I obtained my MAq degree in aquaculture from SFU. I decided to
get into film and started as a volunteer in set dec on a non-union project called “Cracker Jack”.
After one day they started paying me and I decided that film was for me.
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“...ACFC West has
great cooperative

crews...”


